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A Introduction 

The framework specified in the EECS Rules and the detailed procedures and conditions specified 

in this Domain Protocol have the main objective of ensuring robustness and transparency in the 

facilitation of EECS Schemes for all EECS Participants. 

A Domain Protocol promotes quality and clarity, as it: 

• makes local rules transparent; 

• provides clear information to all stakeholders (consumers, market parties, other members, 

government, the EU Commission etc.); 

• facilitates assessment of compliance and permissible variance from the EECS Rules;  

• facilitates audit; and 

• translates local rules into a single format and language, supporting each of the above. 

 Important contact information is provided in Annex 1. 

 

B General 

B.1 Scope 

B.1.1. This Domain Protocol sets out the procedures, rights and obligations, which apply to 

the Domain of Belgium (Offshore) and relate to the EECS Electricity Scheme as 

defined in the EECS Rules. 

B.1.2. The Domain of Belgium (Offshore) coincides with the sea areas over which Belgium 

can exercize jurisdiction according to international law. These areas are 

circumscribed by: 

 the Act of 6 October 1987 on determining the width of Belgium’s Territorial Seas; 

 the Act of 29 April 1999 concerning Belgium’s Exclusive Economic Zone in the 

North Sea. 

B.1.3. Production Device qualification for this Domain will be determined by the physical 

location of the Production Device within the boundaries of the Domain, regardless of 

whether or not the grid connection of the Production Device is also situated within the 

Domain. 

B.1.4. Further to Article 2 of the Royal Decree of 30 July 2013 regarding the setting-up of a 

system for issuing guarantees of origin for electricity generated from renewable 

sources, CREG is authorised to Issue EECS Certificates relating to the following 

EECS Product(s): 

 Guarantees of Origin (see EECS Fact Sheet 17). 

B.1.5.  The terms of the Legislative Certification Scheme are attached in annex 5. 
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B.2 Status and Interpretation 

B.2.1. The EECS Rules are subsidiary and supplementary to national legislation. 

B.2.2. The EECS Rules and its subsidiary documents are implemented in Belgium Offshore 

in the manner described in this Domain Protocol. Any deviations from the provisions 

of the EECS Rules that may have material effect are set out in section 0 of this 

document. 

B.2.3. The capitalised terms used in this Domain Protocol shall have the meanings ascribed 

to them in the EECS Rules except as stated in section 0 of this document. 

B.2.4. This Domain Protocol is made contractually binding between an EECS Participant 

and CREG by agreement in the form of the Standard Terms and Conditions. 

B.2.5. In the event of a dispute, the approved English version of this Domain Protocol will 

take precedence over a local language version. 

 

B.3 Roles and Responsibilities 

B.3.1. The Authorised Issuing Body for Guarantees of Origin in Belgium (Offshore) is CREG. 

Its role is to administer the EECS Registration Database and its interface with the 

EECS Transfer System. 

The Competent Authority for Guarantees of Origin in Belgium (Offshore) is CREG. Its 

role is defined by legislation to be responsible for the operation of for Guarantees of 

Origin in Belgium (Offshore). 

The Authorised Measurement Bodies are the transmission and distribution system 

operators listed on the websitehttp://www.vreg.be/nl/overzicht- netbeheerders. 

B.3.2. Contact details for the principal roles and Issuing Body agents are given in Annex 1. 

B.3.3. The EECS Registration Database is operated by CREG. 

 

 

 

  

  

http://www.vreg.be/nl/overzicht-%20netbeheerders
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C Overview of National Legal and Regulatory Framework 

C.1 The EECS Framework 

C.1.1. For this Domain, the relevant local enabling legislation is as follows:  

The legal basis for issuing Guarantees of Origin to electricity produced from water, 

currents or winds in the sea areas over which Belgium can exercise jurisdiction 

according to the international law of the sea, was established by Article 7, § 1, 1° of 

the Act of 29 April 1999 Concerning the Organization of the Electricity Market 

(hereinafter: Electricity Act).1  

Implementing legislation followed with the Royal Decree of 30 July 2013 Concerning 

the Set-up of a System For Issuing Guarantees of Origin For Electricity Generated 

From Renewable Energy Sources (hereinafter: GO Decree).2 It provides that the 

GOs: 

 are issued by CREG at least once a quarter, in electronic form, upon application 

by the producer; 

 are issued on the basis of the electricity injected into the transmission or 

distribution grid, produced as from 1 January 2012; 

 have a lifetime of twelve months, except when the producer has not received 

them for reasons that he is not responsible for, in which case the GOs may be 

used for up to six months upon issuance. 

C.1.2. CREG has been properly appointed as an Authorised Issuing Body for Guarantees 

of Origin under Article 2, § 1 of the Royal Decree of 30 July 2013 Concerning the Set-

up of a System For Issuing Guarantees of Origin For Electricity Generated From 

Renewable Energy Sources.3 

 

C.2 National Electricity Source Disclosure 

In the domain of Belgium (Offshore), there is no legislation in place requiring suppliers to 

disclose the source of their electricity to consumers. As a consequence, Guarantees of 

Origin may not be used (cancelled) locally, but must be exported to other domains (cf. infra). 

 

C.3 National Public Support Schemes 

Offshore wind farms in the waters over which Belgium has jurisdiction are awarded, during 

a period of 20 years, green power certificates which the producers are entitled to sell to the 

TSO at a fixed minimum price of 107 €/MWh for electricity generation from the first 216 MW 

installed and 90 €/MWh for additional installed capacity (per wind farm). For new wind farms 

(financial close concluded after 1 May 2016), this minimum price will no longer be fixed, but 

                                                      

1 http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=1999042942&table_name=wet.  
2 http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=2013073003&table_name=wet.  
3 http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=2013073003&table_name=wet.  

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=1999042942&table_name=wet
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=2013073003&table_name=wet
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=2013073003&table_name=wet
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calculated each month according to the formula: LCOE  minus [(electricity reference price x 

(1 - correction factor) + the value of the guarantees of origin) x (1 - net loss factor)]. 

The TSO must also finance one-third of the cost of the submarine connection cable, with a 

maximum of €25 million (Article 7, § 2 of the Electricity Act).  

Finally, there is a specific regime for production deviations with respect to offshore wind 

power, whereby imbalance penalties for deviations within a 30% band are reduced (Article 

7, § 3 of the Electricity Act). 

None of these support schemes have any bearing on electricity source disclosure, as no 

such disclosure is implemented within the Belgium (Offshore) Domain. 

 

C.4 EECS Product Rules 

The EECS Product Rules as applied in Belgium (Offshore) are set out within sections D and 

E of this document. 

 

C.5 Local Deviations from the EECS Rules  

C.5.1. Deviation from EECS Rule C.2.2.3: Re-registration has no added value above what 

is achieved by the mandatory yearly audit and the additional audits which CREG may 

at all times require (cf. DP. D.3.3 and D.5). 

C.5.2. Deviation from EECS Rule C.3.4.1: The end-date for issuance of GOs is not one 

month after the end of the production month. The relevant legislation prevails (cf. DP 

C.1.1). 

C.5.3. Deviation from EECS Rule C.3.4.4: Issuance of GOs is not limited to output produced 

after registration. The relevant date is the approval by the Production Auditor, as 

confirmed during the Registration process. 

C.5.4. Deviation from EECS Rules C.6.1.1, C.7.2.2 and E.3.3.14: In the domain of Belgium 

(Offshore), there is no legislation in place requiring suppliers to disclose the source 

of their electricity to consumers. As a consequence, Guarantees of Origin may not be 

used (cancelled) locally, but must be exported to other domains (cf. infra). 
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D Registration 

D.1 Registration of an Account Holder 

Any person who is not a Member of the Association of Issuing Bodies or such Member’s 

Affiliate or agent may be a EECS GoO RES-E Scheme Participant. 

In order to register with CREG and open an account, the applicant must fill out an application 

form (see Annex 2). If it is incomplete, CREG shall inform the applicant of this within 10 

working days. The decision to approve or reject the application shall be taken within 10 

working days of receiving a duly completed application form.  

Any subsequent change in the information thus submitted must be notified to CREG without 

delay. 

As part of the application process, the EECS GoO RES-E Scheme Participant must agree 

to the Standard Term and Conditions of CREG. He may also, at any time, be required to fill 

out a “Know Your Customer” questionnaire for anti-fraud purposes. 

KYC’s will be required if the applicant is not a licensed producer, access responsible party 

or supplier in Belgium. 

 

D.2 Resignation of an Account Holder 

Account Holders may at any time terminate their account by giving prior notice hereof to 

CREG by letter with recorded delivery. The notice shall mention the date at which the 

termination will be effective. This date shall not be less than 30 days after the date of 

dispatch. 

CREG will seal and close the account as of the effective date. 

 

D.3 Registration of a Production Device 

D.3.1. Only the owner of a Production Device, or a Registrant duly authorised by the owner, 

may register a Production Device, which is located Belgium (Offshore) in the EECS 

Registration Database.  

D.3.2. The Registrant of the Production Device must provide evidence to the satisfaction of 

CREG that it has the appropriate authority to register the Production Device and that 

it can comply with the requirements of (i) the EECS GO RES-E Scheme under which 

EECS GO Certificates shall be issued for the Generation of the Production Device 

and (ii) the Standard Terms and Conditions and this Domain Protocol with respect to 

the imposition of duties on the owner and/or operator of the Production Device.  

An applicant registering a Production Device must provide the following information:  

(i) the applicant’s name and address and any additional contact details; 

(ii) the Product with respect to which it is applying for registration; 

(iii) the Transferables Account into which EECS Certificates (corresponding to the 

Product) in respect of the Output of such Production Device are to be Issued, or a 

request to open such an account; 

(iv) the location of the Production Device, being the latitude and longitude of the 

Device or all of its constituent units, in accordance with the EECS Rules Fact Sheet 

“Geographical Coordinates”; 
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(v) details of the Exit Measurement Point(s) for the Production Device; 

(vi) details of any Production Auxiliaries associated with the Production Device; 

(vii) where there are Production Auxiliaries associated with the Production Device and 

the consumption of these Production Auxiliaries is not determined at an Exit 

Measurement Point, 

details of Entry Measurement Point(s) at which the Input consumed by the Production 

Device is determined; 

(viii) (irrespective of whether or not there is any intention to use such Inputs in 

connection with the Production Device) all Inputs that may be converted into Outputs 

by the Production Device, by reference to the Input types set out in the EECS Rules 

Fact Sheet “Types of Energy Inputs and Technologies”; 

(ix) the type of Production Device, where this reflects the relevant fuel source(s) for 

and technology of that Production Device by reference to the fuel sources and 

technologies set out in the EECS Rules Fact Sheet “Types of Energy Inputs and 

Technologies”; 

(x) the Capacity of the Production Device and all of its constituent units; 

(xi) where at the time of such application it has been commissioned, the date on which 

that Production Device was commissioned (or multiple dates where relevant); 

(xii) the identity of the Authorised Measurement Body or, where appropriate, 

Approved Measurement Body responsible for collecting and determining the 

measured values of the 

Outputs of the Production Device and providing such measured values to CREG; 

(xiii) details of any payments (other than payments arising from the sale of EECS 

Certificates): 

1) which have been received by any person in relation to the Production Device 

under any of the Public Support”; and 

2) that are due to accrue to any person in relation to the Production Device under 

any such Public Support scheme;  

(xiv) a diagram of all the constituent units of that Production Device, including details 

of the location of: 

1) the Exit Measurement Point(s) for the Production Device; 

2) any Production Auxiliaries for the Production Device;  

3) any Entry Measurement Points for the Production Device;  

4) the location of any transformer substations at the site of the Production 

Device. 

(xv) the name commonly used to identify the Production Device, provided that the 

applicant agrees to this information being recorded on EECS Certificates that are 

Issued in relation to the Production Device; 

The registration form containing all the items listed above is attached as Annex 3 to 

the Domain Protocol. 

The Registrant must warrant that the information provided to CREG in connection 

with its application is complete and accurate and that the Production Device meets 

the Qualification Criteria for guarantees of origin set forth by the GO Decree. 

The Registrant must specify whether the Production Device is eligible for any support 

payments (other than those arising from the sale of GOs) which have been received 

by, or are due to accrue to, any person in relation to the Production Device under any 

of the Public Support Schemes. 
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The CREG, will decide within 2 months after receipt of the complete application file 

whether or not the production installation concerned meets the conditions for granting 

of certificates. 

If required by CREG, the Registrant must have the information in the registration form 

verified by a Production Registrar (see D.2.4 below) as part of the approval process. 

An application for the registration of a Production Device for the purposes of pursuing 

GO’s under the EECS Electricity Scheme will be rejected if:  

1) in relation to that application, the applicant has failed to comply with any 

requirements of this Domain Protocol or the Standard Terms and Conditions;  

2) the Qualification Criteria set out by the GO Decree are not satisfied in respect 

to that Production Device;  

3) there are one or more generating auxiliaries for that Production Device not 

fitted with Import Meters and lacking other satisfying registration method; or  

4) the Production Registrar is prevented from satisfactorily verifying the 

application by the applicant or the owner or operator of the relevant 

Production Device.  

On successful completion of the registration process, CREG will assign a unique 

identifier to each registered Production Device, if one has not already been assigned 

in that EECS Registration Database under another EECS Scheme. The identifier 

consists of a number with 18 numeric characters that also identifies the Domain of 

origin. GS1 coding is used. 

The Registrant consents to the publication by CREG or its Registry Operator of data 

provided in the course of its application for registration in relation to each of its 

Production Device registered on the database on its web page www.creg.be, with the 

exception of:  

1) detailed descriptions of plant and equipment;  

2) graphical representations of the Production Device, including diagrams and 

photographs; and  

3) details of:  

 the person responsible for the application; and  

 where the Registrant of the Production Device is not its owner, the 

Production Device’s owner.  

 

 

D.3.3. Inspection and subsequent audit of production devices: 

As part of the registration process for the Production Device, a conformity attestation 

issued by an accredited inspection body must be shown, independently verifying the 

information submitted by the applicant. For the purposes of this Domain Protocol, this 

accredited inspection body is a Production Auditor. It performs a mandatory audit, at 

least yearly, of the Production Device and reports the result to CREG. Upon request 

of CREG, it performs ad hoc audits of Production Devices. 

 

The Registrant of a Production Device must permit CREG and/or the Production 

Auditor to access the Production Device or records associated with it, its energy 

output and sources of energy when conducting inspections in accordance with this 

section. 
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1. The Producer (or an 
agent on its behalf) 
applies to be 
registered

6. Conduct physical 
inspection of the 
Production Device.

7. Prepare Inspection 
report for the 
Issuing Body, and 
send this to the 
Issuing body.

Authorised Issuing Body ApplicantProduction 
Registrar/Auditor

3

Activity

2. Does the application for registration 
satisfy the law and the EECS Rules?

3. If the applicant is the agent of the 
Producer, does it hold power of 
attorney for the Producer?

4. Verify the Information in the application 
for registration

5. Is physical inspection of the Production 
Device necessary?

8. Does the production device comply 
with the law and the EECS Rules?

9. Send the Producer (or its agent) formal 
rejection of the application for 
registration.

10. Record details of the Production Device 
in the registration database

11. Send the Producer (or its agent) formal 
approval of the application for 
registration.

2

Yes

6

7

5
Yes

Responsible

Decision DocumentProcess Manual
handling

                Yes
1

4

Yes

8

10

   No

No

No

                   Yes

11

No

9

End of process
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D.4 Maintenance of Production Device Registration Data 

D.4.1. The Registrant of a Production Device for the purposes of the EECS Product is 

required: 

(a) to notify CREG, in advance of such changes coming into effect, of any planned 

changes that will result in: 

i. the information recorded in the CREG’s EECS Registration Database in 

relation to the Production Device becoming inaccurate; or 

ii. the PD Qualification Criteria for any Product ceasing to be satisfied with 

respect to that Production Device; and 

(b) to notify CREG of any unplanned changes that have resulted in: 

i. the information recorded in CREG’s EECS Registration Database in relation 

to the Production Device becoming inaccurate; or 

ii. the PD Criteria for the EECS Product ceasing to be satisfied with respect to 

that Production Device; 

(c) where requested to do so, to permit CREG (or its Production Registrar), its 

servants or agents to inspect that Production Device including, if so required, without 

prior notice; 

(d) to provide CREG (or its Production Auditor), its servants and agents with access 

to such records as CREG (or Production Auditor) may request in relation to that 

Production Device, its Outputs and Inputs, including, if so required, without prior 

notice; 

(e) to re-apply for registration for the Production Device for the purposes of the 

Product on each occasion that it notifies CREG of changes that have occurred, or are 

planned, with respect to that Production Device, which as the case may be, have 

resulted in, or will result in, the information recorded in the EECS Registration 

Database with respect to that Production Device becoming inaccurate. 

On receipt of a change of details notification (following an inspection or otherwise), 

CREG will evaluate the impact of the changes on the Qualifying Criteria and respond 

to the Registrant within one month specifying the decision taken. Where appropriate 

CREG shall amend its EECS Registration Database accordingly. 

D.4.2. Where the Capacity of an existing Production Device increases for any reason, 

including refurbishment or enhancement of the Production Device, then such 

additional capacity may be registered in the relevant EECS Registration Database as 

a separate element of that Production Device with: 

a) the Capacity specified in the application for registration; 

b) the date on which the Production Device became operational as specified in 

the application for registration. 

D.4.3. Where CREG becomes aware that a Production Device no longer fulfils, or will no 

longer fulfil, the Qualification Criteria, the Registration Database record for that 

Production Device will be updated to show that the Production Device no longer 

qualifies for GO’s under the EECS Electricity Scheme with effect from: 

(1) (in relation to planned changes notified in advance) the date on which such 

planned changes are due to come into effect; or 

(2) (in relation to other changes) as soon as reasonably practicable after becoming 

so aware. 
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D.5 Audit of Registered Production Devices 

D.5.1. The production devices shall be audited as provided for by Belgian law, more 

specifically by the GO Decree. This includes a mandatory audit, at least yearly, of the 

Production Device by an accredited inspection body, which reports the result to 

CREG. The accredited inspection body may also be required by CREG to perform an 

ad hoc audit of the Production Device for which it was appointed. 

CREG shall be entitled to conduct, at its own discretion, inspections of Production 

Devices registered on its EECS Registration Database and the associated Entry 

Measurement Point and Exit Measurement Point with a view to satisfying itself that: 

a) the information recorded in relation thereto on the EECS Registration 

Database is accurate; 

b) the Registrant and, where applicable, the owner and/or operator of the 

Production Device, is complying with all relevant obligations under the relevant 

Product Rules; and 

c) such Production Device meets the PD Qualification Criteria for the EECS 

Products in relation to which it is registered. 

D.5.2. CREG shall be entitled to conduct, at its sole discretion, ad hoc inspections of records 

associated with relevant Public Support in relation to Production Devices registered 

on its EECS Registration Database for the purposes of EECS Schemes. 

D.5.3. The period between inspections of a Production Device will not exceed 5 years. 

D.5.4. Refusal to permit access may be considered a breach of the Standard Terms and 

Conditions.  

D.5.5. If an inspection identifies material differences from the details recorded on the EECS 

Registration Database, the Registrant must re-apply for registration of the Production 

Device. 

 

D.6 Registration Error/Exception Handling   

D.6.1. The Account Holder is responsible for the correctness of the data of a Production 

Device provided to CREG. 

D.6.2. Any errors in EECS Certificates resulting from an error in the registered data of a 

Production Device will be handled in accordance with section E.8. 
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E Certificate Systems Administration  

E.1 Issuing EECS Certificates 

E.1.1. GOs shall only be issued in respect of the Output from a Production Device which is, 

at the time of Issue: 

a) situated in the Belgian Offshore Area as defined in section B.1; and 

b) registered in the EECS Registration Database of CREG for the purposes of 

GoO RES-E Certificates. 

E.1.2. GOs shall only be Issued in respect of Output: 

a) which is produced by an Originating Production Device which meets the PD 

Qualification Criteria in respect of that EECS Product; 

b) that meets the Output Criteria for that EECS Product; 

c) in respect of which CREG is in receipt of measured values of Output collected 

and determined by the TSO/DSO into whose grid the Output is being injected 

and which, having regard to the relevant Consumption Declaration where 

relevant, corroborate the amount so specified; and 

d) which has been determined in accordance with the Product Rules for that 

EECS Product. 

E.1.3. CREG shall only Issue EECS GOs to Registrants and in respect of the Output of a 

Production Device:  

a) produced after the date on which the Production Device was positively 

reviewed by the Production Auditor ; 

b) where the last day on which such Output was generated is not more than: 

i. thirteen (13) calendar months after the first day on which the measured 

Output was generated;  

ii. twelve (12) calendar months before the date of Issue of any related EECS 

certificates; 

c) which has been found to be produced from installations for the production of 

renewable energy from water, currents or winds  

d) the measured value of which has been collected and determined by an 

Authorised Measurement Body. 

The provision under (b) shall not apply to guarantees of origin which have not been 

issued to the certificate holder for reasons that he is not responsible for. Such 

guarantees of origin may be used for up to six months upon their issuance. 
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E.1.4. GOs shall only be Issued in respect of Output which has not been and is not being 

otherwise Disclosed, including by the Issue of any other Certificate of any variety 

(save to the extent permitted under Section C.8 of the EECS Rules).  

E.1.5. The Face Value of GOs shall be 1 MWh. In accordance with Article 3, § 3 of the GO 

Decree, any identifiable residual kWh will be carried forward to the next issuing 

period. 

 

 

E.2 Processes 

E.2.1. Subject to Section E.2.2, the EECS Certificates in respect of the Output of a 

Production Device shall be Issued no later than one month after the CREG received 

the issuance request by the Registrant, fully and adequately completed. 

E.2.2. Guarantees of Origin shall only be Issued: 

a) in respect of Qualifying Output; 

b) in respect of the Originating Production Device and period claimed in a 

Production Declaration specified by the Registrant of the Production Device 

or an Account Holder duly authorised on its behalf, in accordance with the 

requirements of the Product Rules for Guarantees of Origin. 

E.2.3. GOs shall be Issued by CREG by recording its details on CREG’s EECS 

Registration Database in the Account nominated for such purposes by the 

Registrant of the Originating Production Device. 

E.2.4. CREG shall inform an Account Holder of the Issuance of any GO into that Account 

Holder’s Account and of that GO’s details through sending account extracts, or 

otherwise make such information available to that Account Holder. 

E.2.5. No GOs shall be issued in respect of electricity consumed by Production Auxiliaries 

(including pumping). 
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Authorised 
Issuing Body

Producer*

2

                  Activity

1. Request issue of EECS Certificates 
(may be automatic)

2. Is the Production Device registered 
in registration database?

3. Is documentary evidence of 
production of output and 
consumption of input available to 
the Issuing Body (for each fuel type 
consumed this period:
= Fuel type
    +  Mass of fuel consumed
    +  Average calorific value)

4. Inform the Producer and await 
documentation

5. Issue EECS Certificates

1

3

Yes

Responsible

Yes

Decision Document Process
Manual
handling

4

No

End of process

5

Register 
PD

No
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E.3 Measurement 

E.3.1. The Measurement Criteria are as follows:  

a) the Registrant of a Production Device for the purposes of the EECS Product 

is responsible for the delivery, quality and accuracy of measured values with 

respect to the Output of that Production Device; and  

b) the Measurement Frequency shall not exceed per month. 

 

CREG shall verify the accuracy of the measured values provided by the Registrant 

against readings provided by the Measurement Bodies on a monthly basis. 

 

E.3.2. Where the Product relates to the energy source of the Output, the amount of Output 

determined for the purposes of EECS Certificates corresponding to that EECS 

Product as having been produced by that Production Device shall be: 

a) where the Originating Production Device only produces Output from a single 

Input, the amount of Nett Electrical Energy Generation produced by that 

Production Device provided that Output meets the Output Criteria for the 

Product; 

 

b) where the Originating Production Device produces energy from more than 

one Input, the amount of Nett Electrical Energy Generation produced by that 

Production Device multiplied by the Energy Input Factor for the relevant 

Input. 

 

Where an EECS Product relates to the technology type of the Originating Production 

Device Output, the amount of Output determined for the purposes of EECS 

Certificates corresponding to that EECS Product as having been produced by that 

Production Device shall be the amount of Output which meets the Output Criteria 

for that Product. 

 

E.4 Energy Storage (Including Pumped Storage) 

A person submitting a Production Declaration in relation to a Production Device for which 

one of the Inputs is stored energy shall be obliged to submit (in respect of the same period 

as that to which the Production Declaration relates) a Consumption Declaration and to 

specify therein the amount of Output consumed in placing energy (in any medium) into 

storage for use by that Production Device in that period. 

 

E.5 Format 

EECS Certificates shall be Issued in such format as may be determined by AIB from time 

to time. 
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E.6 Transferring EECS Certificates 

E.6.1. CREG shall only accept a Transfer Request from the duly authorized personnel of 

an Account Holder (or of a trading exchange duly authorized by the Account Holder) 

with respect to an EECS Certificate held on that Account Holder’s Transferables 

Account on the Registration Database. 

E.6.2. Where CREG receives a Transfer Request with respect to one or more GO’s held 

in a Transferables Account on its EECS Registration Database, CREG shall, having 

confirmed that the Transfer Request is valid: 

a) remove from that Transferables Account the details of the EECS 

Certificate(s) specified in the Transfer Request; 

b) where the Transferee’s Transferables Account specified in the Transfer 

Request is in its own EECS Registration Database: 

i. include the full details of the EECS Certificate(s) referred to in Section 

(a) above in the Transferee’s Transferables Account; 

ii. confirm, to the Transferor, the identity of the EECS Certificates so 

transferred by reference to their unique identifying number(s) and Face 

Values; and 

iii. confirm, to the Transferee, the identity of the Transferor and of the 

EECS Certificates so transferred by reference to their unique 

identifying number and Face Values; and 

c) where the Transferee’s Transferables Account specified in the Transfer 

Request is on another Member’s EECS Registration Database: 

i. notify that other Member of that Transfer Request; 

ii. send the full details of the EECS Certificates referred to at Section (a) 

above to that other Member’s EECS Registration Database in 

accordance with the provisions of the Subsidiary Document “HubCom”. 

These details are preferably sent via the Hub; 

iii. record on its own EECS Registration Database, the export of such 

EECS Certificates; and 

iv. on receipt of confirmation from that other Member, which, as the case 

may be, may come from either the Hub or from that other Member 

directly, that the transfer has been completed, confirm to the Transferor 

of the identity of that other Member’s EECS Registration Database and 

of the EECS Certificates so transferred by reference to their unique 

identifying numbers and Face Values. 

 

E.6.3. Where CREG is notified by another Scheme Member of a Transfer Request, which, 

as the case may be, may come from either the Hub or from that other Member 

directly, and pursuant thereto receives details of a RES-E GO with the account 

number for a Transferables Account on its own EECS Registration Database, it 

shall: 

a) insert the full details of that Scheme Certificate in that Transferables 

Account; 

b) confirm to the Member that notified it of such Transfer Request that the 

transfer of that Scheme Certificate has been completed. Such confirmation 

should be sent via the Hub when appropriate; and 

c) confirm, to the Transferee, that such Scheme Certificate has been 

transferred by reference to its unique identifying number and Face Value. 
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Scheme Certificates that are not RES-E GO’s, are not eligible for transfer into an 

Account on the CREG Registry. 

The Account Holder of an Account in relation to which a Transfer Request is made 

shall be obliged to retain all records to which they have had access relating to any 

GO which is the subject of a Transfer Request, for not less than 10 years after the 

Cancellation of such GO. 

 

E.7 Administration of Malfunctions, Corrections and Errors 

E.7.1. Once issued, the details of an EECS Certificate cannot be altered or deleted except 

to correct an error.  

E.7.2. Where CREG is notified by another Scheme Member of a Transfer Request, which, 

as the case may be, may come from either the Hub or from that other Member directly, 

and pursuant thereto receives an account number which does not correspond with 

an account number for a  Transferables Account on its own EECS Registration 

Database each such Member shall use reasonable endeavours to exchange 

information such the correct account number can be identified, failing which: 

a) the full details of the EECS Certificate shall be re-entered into the  

Transferor’s Transferables Account on the relevant EECS Registration 

Database and that EECS Registration Database shall be amended so that 

the EECS Certificate is no longer recorded as having been exported; and  

b) all details of the EECS Certificate shall be removed from the other EECS 

Registration Database. 

E.7.3. Where an error is introduced (subsequent to its Issue) into, or with respect to, an 

EECS Certificate held in an Account Holder’s Transferables Account in CREG’s 

Registration Database: 

a) in the course of its Transfer into that Account; or 

b) during such time as it is in such Account, CREG shall correct the error in or 

with respect to that EECS Certificate and any errors replicated in EECS 

Certificates split from it, provided that such EECS Certificate(s) have not 

been transferred out of that Transferables Account. 

E.7.4. CREG may alter an EECS Certificate held in its EECS Registration Database so as 

to rectify an error which occurred prior to its transfer into the Account in which it is 

held at such time, provided: 

a) the Account Holder has agreed to such alteration; 

b) it is reasonably satisfied that any unjust enrichment of an EECS Market 

Participant as a consequence of such error has, to the extent reasonably 

practicable, been nullified; and 

c) it is reasonably satisfied that the alteration itself does not give rise to undue 

enrichment of the Account Holder.  

E.7.5. CREG shall not unduly alter the details of any EECS Certificate (save with respect to 

the Account in which it is held) or delete any EECS Certificate once it has been Issued 

save as provided by Section C.8.4. of the EECS Rules. 

E.7.6. If it transpires that the data in any GO issued by CREG is inaccurate (whether or not 

through an act or omission of the Registrant of the Originating Production Device), 

CREG shall: 
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a) be entitled to Withdraw that EECS Certificate from where it is, at the time of 

such Withdrawal, in the Transferables Account of that Registrant; and 

b) be entitled to recover the cost of securing the agreement of another Account 

Holder to the Withdrawal of Certificates of the same type from that other 

Account Holder’s Transferables Account, where the EECS Certificate is not in 

the Transferables Account of that Registrant, so that, as far as reasonably 

practicable, EECS Certificates are withdrawn with a Face Value and a financial 

value which make good the discrepancy. 

 

E.8 End of Life of EECS Certificates – Cancellation 

E.8.1. Cancellation is removing a Certificate from circulation. Once Cancelled, a Certificate 

cannot be moved to any other account, and so is no longer tradable.  

E.8.2. The transfer of an EECS Certificate which has been cancelled, shall not be 

permitted. Their status within CREG’s registry will be set as cancelled, which 

prevents any other activity on these GO’s. CREG will send a confirmation of the 

cancellation to the Account Holder. Cancelled GO’s no longer reside in the account 

of that or any other Account Holder. 

E.8.3. An EECS Certificate shall cease to be valid when: 

a) it is Cancelled in accordance with a valid Cancellation request made in 

accordance with Section E.9.4 below; 

b) it is withdrawn in accordance with Section E.10 below; 

c) its validity Expires in the manner and time set out in Section E.9 below. 

E.8.4. No cancellation of any EECS certificate held in CREG’s Registration Database shall 

be allowed for use in the Belgian Offshore Domain or in any country or region which 

is not a Domain.  

CREG may cancel GO’s solely for use in a Domain (in relation to an EECS Product) 

of another Scheme Member, provided:  

a) it is not possible to transfer the GO’s directly or via the Hub to a Scheme 

Member for the other Domain; and 

b) a Cancellation Agreement exists between the Cancelling Scheme Member 

and the Scheme Member for the other Domain; and 

c) such Cancellation Agreement requires: 

i. the provision by the Cancelling Scheme Member to the Scheme 

Member for the other Domain of statistical information concerning 

Cancelled GO’s; and 

ii. the inclusion on any related Cancellation Statement of the identity of 

the Domain, Account Holder and purpose for which the EECS 

Certificates were Cancelled. 
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Cancellation Requests shall be made by the duly authorised personnel of an Account 

Holder and contain the following information: 

a) The Account Holder requesting Cancellation of the EECS Certificates; 

b) The relevant Production Device identity(s) or category(ies); 

c) The relevant number of GOs associated with each Production Device or 

category listed in Section (b) above to be Cancelled; 

d) The relevant production period(s); 

e) The usage into which this Cancellation falls, where this may be – without 

prejudice to the Cancellation Agreement – one of: 

i. Support, where the certificate is being Cancelled in order to receive 

financial support; 

ii. Disclosure, where the certificate is being Cancelled under a labelling 

scheme or as proof of supply to consumers or for own use, and has not 

been used in order to receive financial support; or 

iii. Other, for any other purpose. 

The possible usages for Cancellation under each EECS Scheme are set 

out in the Section of PART IV of the EECS Rules establishing that EECS 

Scheme; 

f) The beneficiaries of the Cancellation, being: 

i. The type of beneficiary, being either “energy supplier” or “end-

consumer”; 

ii. Where the beneficiary is an energy supplier, the identity of the energy 

supplier and of the end-consumer or end-consumer group; or where 

the beneficiary is an endconsumer, the identity of the end-consumer or 

end-consumer group; 

iii. Location and country of end-consumer or end-consumer group; 

iv. Where relevant, and at the discretion of the Scheme Member, the 

brand name of the product associated with this Cancellation; and 

g) The period during which the associated energy has been or will be 

consumed. 

E.8.5. Where CREG receives a Cancellation Request from an Account Holder (which may 

or may not be a Cancelling Body) to Cancel a GO held in that Account Holder’s 

Account on CREG’s Registration Database, CREG shall mark that EECS certificate 

as having been cancelled. 

CREG shall provide the Account Holder with access to the full details of that GO 

certifying that it has been Cancelled, and provide details of the Cancelled EECS 

Certificate to the Cancelling Body and its auditors where requested to do so and, 

where relevant and where one has been appointed for a Domain, the Competent 

Authority for that Domain and the relevant Product. 

CREG shall not Cancel any Scheme Certificates pertaining to an EECS Scheme of 

which it is not a Scheme Member. 

Cancellation is removing a Certificate from circulation. Once Cancelled, a Certificate 

cannot be moved to any other account, and so is no longer tradable. 
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E.9 End of Life of EECS Certificates – Expiry 

E.9.1. GOs expire twelve months after the end of the production month of the energy unit 

concerned.  

E.9.2. GOs which have expired, are no longer valid for transfer. Their status within CREG’s 

registry will be automatically set as expired, which prevents any other activity on 

these GOs. CREG will send a confirmation of the expiry to the Account Holder 

(statement of account). Expired GO no longer reside in the account of that or any 

other Account Holder. 

E.9.3. An EECS Certificate on the Registration Database of CREG shall cease to be valid 

when its validity Expires in the manner and time set out in the GO Decree. 

 

 

E.10 End of Life of EECS Certificates – Withdrawal 

E.10.1. CREG may Withdraw GO’s held in a Transferables Account on its EECS 

Registration Database at the request of the Account Holder of that Account, or 

otherwise in accordance with the provisions of the GO Decree and this Domain 

Protocol. 

E.10.2. GO’s which have been withdrawn, are no longer valid for transfer. Their status within 

CREG’s registry will be adjusted accordingly. 

 An EECS Certificate on the Registration Database of CREG shall cease to be valid 

when it is withdrawn in the manner and time set out in the GO Decree and in this 

Domain Protocol. 

 

  



EECS Domain Protocol 

 
 © CREG 2018 Page 24 of 31 
 

 

F Activity Reporting 

F.1 Public Reports 

CREG shall no less than once every three months publish on a specified website a report 

on the number of Scheme Certificates with respect to each EECS Product and each of its 

Domains, which, within the preceding three calendar months: 

 it has Issued; 

 (where relevant) have been transferred within its EECS Registration Database from 

Accounts associated with any Domain in one country to Accounts associated with a 

Domain in another country held on the same EECS Registration Database; 

 have been transferred into its EECS Registration Database from EECS Registration 

Databases of other Members; 

 have been transferred from its EECS Registration Database to EECS Registration 

Databases of other Members; 

 it has Cancelled; and 

 which have Expired. 

 

F.2 Record Retention 

Records which are sufficient to enable resolution of disputes relating to such matters as 

ownership of and eligibility for EECS Certificates shall be kept of all material communications 

between Members and EECS Market Participants regarding the registration of Production 

Devices and the Issue, transfer and Cancellation of EECS Certificates.  

CREG shall retain all records to which it has had access relating to any EECS Certificate on 

its EECS Registration Database which is the subject of a Transfer Request for not less than 

10 years after its Cancellation or Expiry. 

 

F.3 Orderly Market Reporting 

CREG shall report failures by EECS Market Participants to comply with the provisions of 

Product Rules to the Competent Authorities in relation to such matters. Such failures shall 

include behaviour by EECS Market Participants of which the Authorised Issuing Body is 

aware and which, in its reasonable opinion, amounts to a breach of Competition Law, or 

applicable law governing the conduct of financial markets. 

CREG shall notify the AIB of any report made by it under the previous paragraph and shall 

provide the AIB with as much information in relation to such report as is consistent with any 

duty of confidentiality it may have. 
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Where CREG determines that an EECS Market Participant is in breach of the Product Rules 

or determines that a Production Device does not meet PD Qualification Criteria for an EECS 

Product in relation to which it is registered, it shall: 

 take such action as is necessary to secure that it is compliant with Section E3.3.9(b) 

of the EECS Rules, such action to include, in a case of material noncompliance by 

the Registrant, the withdrawal of registration of the relevant Production Device for the 

purposes of that EECS Product; and 

 notify the AIB of such breach where CREG is of the reasonable opinion that such 

breach could affect the transfer of EECS Certificates out of its EECS Registration 

Database into the EECS Registration Database of another Member. 

 

 

G Association of Issuing Bodies 

G.1 Membership 

Where CREG ceases to be an Authorised Issuing Body in relation to an EECS Product, it 

shall revise its EECS Registration Database so that each Production Device in the relevant 

Domain ceases to be registered for the purposes of that EECS Product. 

Where CREG ceases to be a Scheme Member of an EECS Scheme it shall revise its EECS 

Registration Database so that every Production Device registered therein ceases to be 

registered for the purposes of each EEECS Product in relation to the Output to which that 

EECS Scheme relates. 

 

G.2 Complaints to the AIB 

Where an Account Holder finds that the rules of this Domain Protocol have not been 

complied with, it may submit a complaint to the AIB according to its dispute resolution 

procedure. 
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H Change Control 

H.1 Complaints to CREG 

Where an Account Holder finds that the rules of this Domain Protocol have not been 

complied with, it may submit a complaint to the CREG according to its dispute resolution 

procedure. 

 

H.2 Disputes 

Each person affected by a decision of CREG within the framework of this Domain Protocol, 

may request it to re-examine its decision according to the procedure set out in Article 28 of 

the Electricity Act. 

 

H.3 Change Requests 

Account Holders may apply for changes to this Domain Protocols. No change affecting the 

EECS Rules shall to take effect without prior approval of the Assessment Panel of AIB and 

the prior consent of its General Meeting. 
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Annex 1: Contacts List 

Authorised Issuing Body/Registry Operator, Registry support, Production Registrars 

CREG 

Koen Locquet 

Administrative Directorate 

Nijverheidsstraat 26-38, 1040 Brussels, Belgium 

+3222897688 

+3222897619 

info@creg.be 

www.creg.be  

 

 

Production Auditors 

Production Auditors and their contact details are listed on the website of the Federal Economy Ministry: 

http://economie.fgov.be/nl/modules/publications/general/lijsterkendecontroleorganismen.jsp  

 

Measurement Bodies 

Elia System Operator NV 

Keizerslaan 20 

1000 Brussels - Belgium 

T +32 2 546 70 11 

F +32 2 546 70 10 

info@elia.be 

www.elia.be  

mailto:info@creg.be
http://www.creg.be/
http://economie.fgov.be/nl/modules/publications/general/lijsterkendecontroleorganismen.jsp
mailto:info@elia.be
http://www.elia.be/
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Annex 2: Account Application/Amendment Form  

http://www.creg.be/sites/default/files/assets/Forms/GO/registratieformuliergarantiesvanoorsprong.pdf   

http://www.creg.be/sites/default/files/assets/Forms/GO/registratieformuliergarantiesvanoorsprong.pdf
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Annex 3: Device Registration Form 

See Annex 2 
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Annex 4: Production/Consumption Declaration 

http://www.creg.be/sites/default/files/assets/Forms/GO/aanvraagformulieruitreiking.doc  

 

http://www.creg.be/sites/default/files/assets/Forms/GO/aanvraagformulieruitreiking.doc
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Annex 5: EECS Electricity Cancellation Statement 

N.A. 


